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Euro-Mediterranean Energy Talks
Co-organized by Bruegel and Fondazione Eni Enrico Mattei

June 1, 2016 - 1.00 p.m.
Bruegel, Brussels

In addition to geopolitical instability, countries located along the Southern and Eastern shore of the
Mediterranean face a range of pressing socio-economic challenges, including solving the problems
of poverty and high levels of structural unemployment, in a context of fast demographic growth.
Access to energy is essential to enable socio-economic development. The current energy situation in
Southern and Eastern Mediterranean countries is characterised by a rapid increase of energy
demand, low energy efficiency and low domestic energy prices due to universal energy subsidies. In
short, the current energy situation does not appear sustainable and poses several risks to the
prospects of socio-economic development of the region. With this event, Bruegel and FEEM seek to
investigate how the EU could formulate a new cooperation with Southern and Eastern
Mediterranean countries to enhance the sustainability of the regional energy systems. In particular,
this exercise will be carried out with the specific aim to provide a set of policy recommendations to
EU policy makers currently involved in this area, both within the new Energy Union framework and
the new European Neighbourhood Policy. The Euro-Mediterranean Energy Talks consist of a first
closed door brainstorming part that consists of 5 thematic sessions relative to the Euro-
Mediterranean Energy cooperation, and a final session devoted to distill policy recommendations in
order to improve the ongoing Euro-Mediterranean energy cooperation. Following the closed door
sessions, the Euro-Mediterranean Energy Talks will then consist of a high level Public Event where
the policy recommendations elaborated in the previous closed door brainstorming sessions will be
discussed with high level participants from the Institutions and from Industry.

Agenda

1.00 p.m. Welcome address and introduction
Guntram Wolff (Director, Bruegel)
Sabina Ratti (Executive Director, FEEM)

1.10 p.m. Keynote speech
Stefano Manservisi (Director General, DG for International Cooperation and
Development, European Commission)

1.30 p.m. Presentation of key policy recommendations
Manfred Hafner (FEEM), Rapporteur on natural gas cooperation
Georg Zachmann (Bruegel), Rapporteur on sustainable energy cooperation

1.50 p.m. Panel discussion
Chairman: Simone Tagliapietra (Bruegel and FEEM)
Houda Allal (General Director, Observatoire Méditerranéen de I'Energie)
Moncef Ben Abdallah (Former Minister of Industry, Tunisia)
Francesco Giunti (EVP Portfolio, Market & Risk Strategy, Eni)
Riccardo Puliti (Managing Director for Energy and Natural Resources, EBRD)

2.30 p.m. Open debate

3.00 p.m. Closing remarks



